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Claim U7, 9-1 1, 13, 14J 6, 19-21 and 23 ^27 vmo examined. 
Claims 1-7, 9- 1 i , 13, 14, 16, 19-21 and 2.V27 wcix rcjtitHtK.1 
Claim 1 has been amended. 

Claims 1-7, 9-11, 13, H, 16, 18-21, 23-27 ond 20 arc pcjndinfi after the entry oS'tlvc :imui^dmcnls 
made herein. 

Claim 1 has been amended to delete die word ^'iirta'', U) clarify the iiivciUion. 

Claim 29 has been added as new. Support Ibr \\}U cl;iim may be ft)und in the specilieatioa aiul 

orifiinally f]lo<l ckims, e.g., Fig. 1 . 

In view of the above amendments and the IblUnviii<i reiTiurk^, the Examiner is i csj^ccLlUUy 
requested to withdraw the rcjeetions and allow CUmv.s 1-7, 9-11,13, \4, 1 6, 1 8-21 , 2.V27 and 2% the 
only clainis pending in Ibis application. 

•I'h*; nndcrsigncd thanks the Examiner for the- heljifLtl Iclephonio interview held on December 3 1, 

2003. 

As tio new matter has been added by the above amendments, ihe Applicants respectfully request 
the entry thereof. 

REJKCiinM7N Dy?t3,5 lLSXL.^M(M). 

The Examiner has rejected claim.^ 1-7, y-ll, 13-1, 16, lS-21, 23 and 25-27 undurSS U.^;.C. 
§103(a) as being unpatentable over Kloepfer in vu:v/ orilensuhen et al The AppUconts rcspccMully 
submit that claims 1 -7, 9-11 , 13-4, 16, 1 8-21 , 23 and 2>27 are patcnlablc over the cited rcfcrenees. 

The Applicants reapeetlully submit that the citt:d relbrcnccs cither alooc w in combuudi<^ri fail to 
teach or suggest all of the claimed limitations. C:lciha 1, ntul the daim^i that depend thcvolrom, ^C^ccify 
methods that inelude.s cutting a test ship precursor HVitL-rla! into a plurality of reagent test stripis 
nccordini^ to an interdifiitating pattern of a seriuii of inter- l^iccd.oppositdy.otimt.wlpJ'PjPii^^ 
IEiiiili^lJlUiLoJlJ-i^iUlvec\irsorm.a^^ 

In making this rejection, the Examiner at'l<r.ow!vd^;es that Kloepfer is silent to ihc claimed 
interdigitating pattern of the precursor and asserts that it wovld have boon obvious (o modi (y Rlocplbr in 
view of Hcnschen et al. to use an interdi imitating pali.;rii wl;en outlining lest devices on tlio preenrsor 
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because Hcnschcn et al. leach "that two jnleraigitakU rows t>rdcclro(ks arc ;uWanta-ooii;3 bccav-.-^o it 
save the nmount of metal required when compared lo n smglc row of icrminnls,*^ However, Ucu-^chcii f;t 
al. cki not leach or even Stuggcst a series of intcr-laoul (n)i>0i5ilcly opposed prtjjcetions. 

The Examiner relics on col. 9, lines 10 1 of LUuir^dicn ot al, wherein the lixuniincr Lisserls 
Hcnsehen et ah teach an inLcrdifiitating pattein. App)ic:=rUi; Tespcetfwlly disagree wilh the EixaniiO-cr's 
interpretation ofthis passage in Hcnsehen et al, )-ror.i 15oc.<i 1 to 25, the pos^.age slates lhal "The 
provision of two interdigilatcd rows of IcmiinaLs 20 ?.U such with each row of teninn^Jla stamped 
at twice iho desired contact spacing such that when inlerdigitstod tlio tenniiKilK on Ihc desired conlLicl 
spacing therefore (i.e., the embodiment illustrated in VU l 1 ) offers distinct advanUiyes for eciU.in 
applieJitions over the embodiment utilizing only a f^^^;KMo^^/ of tcrminuh (i.e., the Cinbodiment 
illustrated in Mgs. 4 and 5);* When comparing the two cmbodimenls reforunced in this pas.<;ago J t is 
clear that by *Mntcrdigitated" Hcnsehen et ah refers to liic vertical olTset between the two scis of 
tei-minals (terminal .set 20 and tonninal set 21), Tv eM)hi:-.n u bit furthei- each tcaniiul :?ol inekidc-s a 
plurality of tcrminds which extend from a differcT-it sultslratc (terminals 20 extend fixmi yubsti^Jtc 17 aiid 
terminals 21 extends from substrate 27) where the t».vo ;nibBtrate« are stacked (i.e., suhstrMe 1 7 is 
positioned on top of substrate 27) thereby providing! the offset (coh 2, lines 34-43). 

Applicants further submit that, as used in 1 kr,sehcn et al, ^'inlcrdifiilated" wliile niciunn)^ -oiTyct" 
does not further mean "oppositely oriented." As shown iu Ftg. 1, temiinals 20 and lomunuU^ 11 arc 
oriented in the .siunc direction, in other words, the tlii-t:d unti.s of tcmiinals 20 and Hk; distal cnd.s of 
terntinals 2 1 are aligned along the same cdi^c of (he i icr sti ip aj>$enibly 1 0 (see for cxiimple col. 6, 
lines 24-26 and FIG- 1)- Likewise the proximal oi- ij^ECTiuodiate end.s of the torjiTin^tls (solder cups 22 on 
terminals 20 and solder cups 23 on terminals 21) are arl];scunny aligned wilh each other. In olhcr words, 
the orientation of terminals 20 and terminals 21 me the same, not opposite to each other. Accordingly, 
the term ''intcrdigitated'^ as used by Hcnsehen ct al. does not include an oppoidtcly v)i jcaic<l 
configuration, and in fact, appears to having nothing.; In (^o wilh the orientation of the tcrn^inah;. 

In sura, Hcnsehen ct al. do not disclose, leaeh or suyg,est the pattern ch-nmcd in llio Mibjeet 
claims; nutncly, a series of intcr-lace^l and opjiosiUHy orieulcd projections. Additionally, 1 Tei'.<;chcn et 
al, do not disclose, teach or suggest any other analf^;.v:>'.^A P^ittern positioned on a precursor of r^r.y Uind as 
Hcnsehen ct al. teach stacked carrier strips of teauinah; ihi^t all face the same direction and tliun are ut»L 
oppositely oriented. Accordingly, for al least this rr^^sou a pnma facie case of obviou.sHcss coniKU be 
made. 
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Furlhcrmorc, claim 1 and the claims that Jci^^nd ibcrciiVom, specify ti stdpc ora-LigciU nuxtorial 
positioned along a central iuis of the tost strip prcciu ^or. However, i^cilhcr rcfcivncc toadies or si,j>i>csts 
a slripc of rccigent material positioned along a central uJ^is t)I'tlic test strip pi-cour^^or or j.lonfj a precursor 
of tmy kind. The continuou:^ strip 328 of FIG, 1 1 .>f jCloople^ clearly lacks a stripe of reagent nto5oriid 
positioned alOHK a central axis of the strip. Hcnschcn ul. fail to teach or suggest a &Lnpc of iXMv;ciil 
material til all. 

For at least the reasons dcf^oribcd above, ttie Applicants respectfully submit tKal claims 1 -l. 9-1 1, 
1 3-4. 1 6, 18-21. 23 and 25-27 arc patentable under 3 5 C J.SXl § 1 03(a) over Kloeplcr in view of 
llcasclien ct al. As such, thiJ Applicants respectfully roquost that thiy rejection be withdrawn. 



The iixaminor has rejected claim 24 under 35 U.S,C. §103(a) asbcin^ unpEnenlahlo ovcr 
KLocpterin view of Ilcnschcn ct al. and in furihur vi^w of Garcia et al. Garcia cL al. is dtcd solely for 
teachini? a lance and as such fails to teach or sug^^esl :> paltern that includes a .series of inter^lact).,! and 
oppositely oriented projection as claimed in the suhjccl elaiivis. which pattern is not tm.ti>hL or sin>^^estcd 
in Kloepfcr or Hcnschen et al, as described above. Inivdionriore, Garcin, ct ah also fail lo tench or 
sugyest a sli-ipc of reagent material positioned alon^^ a CiMitral a^is ufthe test .strip pre^ruisor. 
Accordingly, Garcia ct ah fail to make up for tiic def j^ii.neie« of Klocpfcr and Henschen el al. As such, 
for at least these reasons, the Applicants respectfully rcMuc-.t Ibat thi.s rcjcolion be wiEiidrawn, 



PAGE 9f10 * RCVD AT 1/512004 6:09:40 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0^FXRF.1I4 ' DNlS:8/293flS * CS1D:650 327 3231 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-04 



JAN-05-04 HON 04:20 PM BOZICEVIC 



FAX NO. 650 327 3231 



P. 10 



AttyJ>Ui, No.: Ml' 1^0 1 6 
USSN': 09/737,1/9 



CON <.:iAiHH>N 



la view or the remarks, this application is coDt^JtEurod to be in good ami proper fofai foi 
allowance and the Rxaminur is respectfully requc^-.tai lo Ihis JippliciUion to issuo. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to duu^o my fees under 37 C.F.R. g^jl .1 6 inid 1.17 
which may bo required by this paper, or to credit any ov\-.r payment, lo Dcposii Account ^3o. 50-081 i 
reference no , LIFH-0 16. 



150Z[CBVIC, FIELD & FRANCIS LLP 
200 Middledold Road, Suite 200 
McnloParlc, OA 94025 
Telephone: (650) 327-3400 
Facsimile: (650) 327-3231 
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Respect fully siibmillcd, 

BOZICKVfC, FlliLO & FRANCOIS LLP 





